TeEN PoinT AcTioN PLan

UPEACE has conducted extensive consultations across
Africa to define the needs, aspirations, and obstacles to
developing the Africa programme for Education for Peace.

The broadly-based consultations produced a unique body
of knowledge concerning the ambitions, needs, and obs-
tacles in regard to education, training, and research on
peace-related issues.

The plan below defines priorities for the first stage of the
Africa five-year programme, as endorsed by an Advisory
Meeting on the Africa Programme, held in Mozambique in
October, 2002.

1. ACADEMIC TEACHING

To include three curriculum development workshops, a
short course for professionals, a seminar on development
of master’s degrees in peace and conflict studies and the
joint faculty supervision of graduate students; development
and dissemination of inexpensive basic course materials;
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is fully aware of present and future approaches and issues.
This collaborative research will also influence policy and
improve international understanding of Africa.

4. Peace EbucaTioN: MOBILIZING SOCIETY FOR PEACE

Peace Education creates the capability to introduce peace-
related concepts and knowledge into curricula at every
stage of the education process. Raising awareness and
changing beliefs and behaviour is essential to build the
foundations of peace. Peace education is therefore a major
component of the overall UPEACE programme. Community-
based peace education, including civic education, through
diverse channels, engages all sectors of a society and
encourages normative shifts towards values of respect for
universal human rights, mutual understanding, acceptance
of differences, gender equity, and the use of non-violent
strategies for social and political change.

5. THe INFORMATION DIMENSIONS: INVENTORIES,
DATABASES, AND NETWORKS FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF
KNOWLEDGE

An interactive Internet network will be developed to provide
access to various data from partner institutions d to
facilitate online connexions between networ‘kF

Diversification of sources of knowledge and
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programme strategy. This component of the programme
will be linked to the UPEACE Institute for Media, Peace and
Security.

7. THE LiNkAGE OF PoLicy AND RESEARCH

An urgent need exists to improve the knowledge and
capacity of policy makers and legislators on complex issues
of peace and development in Africa. Results of research
must be coupled with short training courses to link research
to policy. In this respect, the UN affiliation of UPEACE
provides significant advantages. Deriving policy implications
from research requires the development of innovative
course and training programmes to strengthen analysis
and aid policy implementation. A top priority is to develop
a critical mass of researchers whose objective is to nourish
the formation of policy.

8. STRATEGY FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AFRICA
PROGRAMME

The Africa programme will be implemented through the
-colI_aborationminstitutions and will generate funds
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OBJECTIVES:

Under the leadership of Dr. Graga Machel, Chancellor of
UPEACE, and Ambassador Mohamed Sahnoun, Special
Advisor to the UN Secretary-General, with strong interest
expressed by the Secretary-General of the UN, the
objectives of the Africa programme are to:

= Stimulate and support the strengthening of capacities
in Africa for education, training and research on peace-
related issues;

= Support collaborative research and sound scholarship

on issues of peace and security in Africa so as to improve
our understanding of the causes and dynamics of conflict
in order to improve the prospects for successful
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Peace is not a static concept particularly when the
status quo entrenches continuing inequities, injustices and
tyranny. Peace is much more than the absence of war.
We live in a world in which gross inequities and imbalances
continue to deprive major portions of the world’s
population of the benefits which our technological
civilization makes possible. The fact that we have at the
same time greater concentrations of wealth than ever and
more poor and deprived is an unsustainable paradox which
challenges the moral basis of our civilization. Redressing
the gross imbalances and inequities to which this gives
rise is an in lispen ablre requisite to sustained and
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5 chemin du Rivage, 1292 Chambésy / Geneva, Switzerland
Tel: (41-22) 737.30.80; Fax: (41-22) 737.30.90;
E-mail: info@upeace.ch; www.africa.upeace.org
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